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A Merriam violin maker creates instruments for professional and be
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Lined up and glowing brightly with varnishes of
browns, golds and blondes, the violins, violas, basses
and cellos along the walls of K.C. Strings in Merriam
give the appearance that the newly renovated building
is more art gallery than music shop.

But the instruments—though beautiful and
intricate—are intended for performance, the results of
a lifetime of work for master luthier (instrument maker)
Anton Krutz.

Born in 1968 in the Russian cultural center of St.
Petersburg (when the city still bore its Soviet name of
Leningrad), Krutz was just eight years old when his
family immigrated to the United States and settled in
Kansas City. Even then, he had already spent 5 years
studying the violin. Perhaps his early start in music was
inevitable because his father was a professional bass
player, his mother and grandfather professional violinists
and his maternal grandmother an opera singer.

“Our family had a pretty deep tradition of music;”
Krutz recalls.

Over the years, Krutz tried several other
instruments, but it was in junior high when he realized
that he wanted to make a career out of making his own
violins. He apprenticed with a violin maker in Kansas
City when he was 12 and attended Violin Making
School of America in Salt Lake City, Utah. Though it
is a four-year school, Krutz graduated in three, partly
because of his unique history with his craft.

‘Thad so much training beforehand;” Krutz says.
“So it was a very, very fluid transition.’

After Utah, he went to New York to apprentice for
two years, creating his own violins while earning money
On repairs.

‘I was making violins at night and on the
weekends and restoring one-quarter to half-million
dollar instruments during the day, he recalls.

Krutz points to two main aspects of the
instrument that have inspired him. The first is the
violin's 400-year history and what Krutz describes as
“this immense history and immense folklore dealing

(continued on page 56)
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K ansas Luthiers and
Instrument Stores to Know

Amos Hargrave

Hargrave specializes in violin
manufacturing, repair and
restoration.

An appointment is suggested.
Lawrence | (785)838-3757
amoshargraveviolins.com

Beautiful Music Violin Shop
This stringed instrument shop
provides sales, rentals, repairs and
restorations as well as classes and
workshops.

Lawrence | (785)856-8755
beautifulmusicviolinshop.com

G. B. & J. Ray Fine Violins
Gary, Beryl and Jonathan Ray
specialize in selling and repairing
French violins of the first half of
the 20th century.

Wichita | (316) 684-1031
wichitaband.com/violin.html

The G Clef
Provides band instruments
and repairs.

Silver Lake | (785) 582-5151

Glenn’s Music

Glenn’s offers repairs and sales
of a wide variety of instruments,
including stringed and fretted.
They also offer music instruction
and rental instruments.

Manhattan | (785) 539-1926

Goering String Instruments
Provides stringed instrument sales
and maintenance.

Topeka | (785) 230-0165

K.C. Strings

This flagship store of master
luthier Anton Krutz sells and
rents stringed instruments from
beginners’ models to professional

pieces handcrafted by Krutz and his
staff. They also provide a space for

lessons, workshops and recitals.
Merriam | (913) 677-0400
kestrings.com

Mike Black Mandolins
Handmade mandolins in ranges
of styles and traditions.
Lawrence

blackmandolins.com

Mike Huddleson Stringed
Instruments

Specializes in handcrafting
hammered dulcimers.

Wichita | (316) 524-0997

McHugh Violins

Repairs and restorations of
orchestral stringed instruments
and bows.

Wichita | (316) 681-2925
mcfiddles.com

Marples Violins

Doug Marples produces one-of-a-
kind violins, violas and cellos in
the classic Italian tradition.
Lawrence | (785)424-3387

marplesviolins.com

Leo Posch

Handmade guitars and banjos.
McLouth | (913) 796-6400
leoposch.com

Steve Mason Luthiers and Violin
Handmade instruments and
affordable conversions.

Lawrence | (785) 841-0277
ask-a-luthier.com

Stringman

John Davis offers repair, sales

and rentals of orchestral string
instruments and instrument bows.

Salina | (785) 827-9909
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with the violin family” The second is the emotional
resonance that Krutz feels comes from the string
family more than any other instrument. “The great
instruments, the master-quality instruments, the
Italian instruments—and I feel my instruments—they
have a sound that goes beyond just being a wooden box
with metal strings; they becomes like a voice.

For that reason, Krutz took as his company motto

one- qllar ter “Creating the Voice of Strings.
“That's unique;” says Krutz, “because the voice
to hal f’ takes three elements: moisture, heat and air; something
. ll . 1 ll he notes the violin family duplicates. “If you listen to
miiion-aoiiar great players playing great instruments and you close
inS truments your eyes; it's almost like listening to someone singing:

Following this search to perfect his craft, Krutz
opened his flagship storefront, K.C. Strings, in 1992. His
initial intent was simple: to open a small boutique with

during the

d ) 9 a small repair shop in the back and make violins.
Y' Now, some 26 years later, Krutz has just expanded

his business. First he purchased two adjacent buildings

to expand his repair and manufacturing business. Then

Anton Krutz

he had to split the two entirely. Krutz now owns two
companies: K.C. Strings, the original shop, and Krutz
Strings, the manufacturing company. Between the two
businesses Krutz now oversees a staff of 40 and just took
over a much larger manufacturing space in a nearby
business park.

His new shop is cluttered with the tools and
supplies of his craft. Rooms are lined with unfinished
violins, violas and cellos. Other rooms hold nearly five
tons of raw wood needed to make his instruments,
and one has the secret ingredients to Krutz's own
proprietary varnish: something he says every luthier
has and guards with their lives.

Despite his expansion, Krutz still maintains his
office in the storefront and helps his customers young
and old.

“We had a mom and her three-year-old coming in
for their first rental violin;” Krutz recalls, ‘and the
concert master for the Kansas City Symphony came in
to have his bow restrung. So they were standing
side-by-side” KM
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Advice to Beginners

K.C. Strings shop manager Sonja Richardson
started playing violin when she was only two,
so she is a natural advocate for those who have
decided to take up a stringed instrument. She
has this advice for new players.

1. FIND THE RIGHT TEACHER

“There are a lot of good online resources,
but someone who is hands-on and can address
your needs immediately is the best thing you
can have.”

2. SELECT THE PROPER INSTRUMENT
“We get a lot of people who get frustrated
because they have an instrument that is not set
up richt. Then they switch to an instrument
that is set up right and it helps them out a lot.”

3. FORGET AGE @k

“It’s never too late to learn.”
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